
A SPECIAL WAY TO GIVE
These days, it’s more important than ever to prudently 
plan for adequate sources of retirement income for 
yourself and loved ones—sources that can withstand the 
test of time and provide for you for the rest of your life. 
Considering the need to plan in times of uncertainty 
about your finances and how long they need to last, 
making charitable gifts can be more challenging.

Fortunately, there are ways to continue to support 
Population Connection today while also arranging for 
generous payments to you that will not shrink over 
time—and will last throughout your retirement.

For many years, charitable gift annuities have been 
a special way to give to Population Connection while 
you enjoy an additional source of retirement income as 
well as attractive tax benefits. With a gift annuity, you 
can increase your income today or arrange for a future 
income stream during retirement. 

Your gift annuity payments remain the same 
regardless of changes in interest rates or fluctuations  
in investment markets. In addition, they are backed  
by all the available assets of Population Connection. 
After your lifetime and/or the lifetimes of other 
payment recipients, our obligation to make payments 
ends, and the gift portion remaining goes to benefit 
Population Connection.

Some of our supporters have chosen to fund multiple 
annuities over time, taking advantage of a higher rate as 
they age. And, gift annuity payment rates have recently 
increased, making this a wonderful time to support 
Population Connection in this way.
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Population Connection would like to thank all our members of the ZPG Society  

for ensuring a sustainable future by including us in their estate plans!

Rural children burst into laughter in front of an Indian 
marigold field at Pasnkura in West Bengal, India. Credible 
scientific evidence shows that empowering women and girls 
through education and family planning could be the single 
most important factor in mitigating climate change.



THE CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY EXPLAINED
To create a charitable gift annuity, you make a gift 
to Population Connection and, in exchange, you or 
someone you name will receive lifetime payments 
that never decrease in size or frequency. The 
payment rate is based on the age(s) of the person(s) 
receiving the payments when the gift annuity  
is created. 

Many people choose an annuity that makes 
payments for their own life and their spouse’s 
life. However, it is also possible to establish a gift 
annuity for a sibling, parent or other loved one.

Because part of the gift annuity will be used for 
charitable purposes, you are entitled to an income 
tax deduction for the gift portion of the annuity 
in the year it is established, and possibly in up to 
five additional years. This may help boost your 
total deductions above the new, higher standard 
deduction amount. Part of each gift annuity 
payment is also free of tax for a period of time. 

You may want to consider one of the following 
to fund your annuity: 

1. Stocks or mutual funds Stocks or mutual funds that are worth more 
than you paid for them but yield little or no 
income can provide additional tax benefits. 
Because capital gains tax is not due at the time 
you fund a gift annuity for yourself and/or a 
spouse, this can be an effective way to make a 
gift while increasing your spendable income. 

2. Cash or the proceeds Cash or the proceeds from the maturity  
of bonds, certificates of deposit, and  
other investments.

3. Withdrawals from retirement plansWithdrawals from retirement plans that are 
allowed starting at age 59½ are another funding 
option.* A gift annuity can offer a way to set 
aside more of these funds to provide future 
income while reducing taxes that would 
otherwise be due today.

Learn More
We can provide you with a personalized 

illustration, confidentially and with no obligation, 
showing your benefits. Simply return the enclosed 
card or contact us.

*Qualified charitable distributions cannot be used to fund a 
charitable gift annuity.
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Gift Annuity Payment Rates

Selected Rates  
for One Person

Selected Rates for Two 
People of the Same Age

Age Rate Ages Rate

90+ 9.5% 90/90 9.1%

85 8.3 85/85 7.3

80 7.3 80/80 6.2

75 6.2 75/75 5.5

70 5.6 70/70 5.0

For illustrative purposes only. Please ask for  
current benefits and rates for other ages.

Farmers work in their fields 
during spring in Mandalay, 

Myanmar. Due to effects of 
climate change, Myanmar has 

experienced an increase of 
sea-level rise, flooding, and 

erratic weather in recent years.



GIVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

Phil Rockey isn’t sure when he realized global 
population was an issue. 

Though he can’t pinpoint the exact date, he’s 
always cared about the environment. “I’m 72 
years young, and back when I started teaching 
elementary school in 1969, I was known as 
‘Mr. Environment.’ I started the first recycling 
program in our school!” he recalls. 

Mr. Rockey grew up in a small town south of 
Seattle with only 12,000 people and acknowledges 
that growing up surrounded by the majestic 
natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest may have 
contributed to his love of nature. Mr. Rockey 
attended Central Washington University and 
initially attempted to study business, but his heart 
wasn’t in it. Realizing he loved working with 
children, he transitioned to education, and had a 
lifelong career as an elementary school teacher. 

“I coached high school basketball as well, and 
it was wonderful being able to work with kids 
who I had taught when they were younger. I got 
to see them grow.”

Hoping to enjoy a sunnier climate, Mr. Rockey 
moved to Northern California shortly after college 
with his wife, who also works in elementary 
education as a principal. And, although he has been 
able to enjoy the sunshine, Mr. Rockey is very 
troubled with what’s happening with the global 
climate. “There are so many beautiful things about 
our planet,” he says, “but right now it just seems 
like it’s not going in the right direction.” 

“I’ve always learned a lot from Population 
Connection’s magazine, and I knew that’s the 
kind of work I want to support.”

Now that he is the same age as his mother 
was when she passed away, Mr. Rockey is more 
contemplative about his legacy. He chose to set up  
a charitable gift annuity with Population Connection. 

“I want to do as much as I can for future 
generations. Everything that Population 
Connection does and says fits in with what I 
want to see happen.” Mr. Rockey is inspired by 
how much young people are pushing for change 
on climate and population issues. “I see these 
new members of Congress, a lot of them women, 
which is outstanding, and all of the things  
they’re doing gives me hope. It’s assuring to  
know that when I’m not around, others will  
be carrying on the work.” 

His greatest hope is that “young folks will 
continue to join in the fight and help steer the 
ship in the right direction. It’s going to take a 
while; it’s not going to turn on a dime, but it’s 
inspiring that they’re trying to move in the  
right direction.” 

Population Connection thanks Mr. Rockey for his 
life-long dedication to the environment and for his 
generous support since 2005 for programs to stabilize 
global population. With his charitable gift annuity, Mr. 
Rockey will support our efforts well into the future, 
while reaping tax benefits and guaranteed payments 
for life. We are deeply grateful to him.
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Mr. Phil Rockey

For other ideas about including Population Connection in your estate plans,  
visit www.popconnect.org/legacy
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GIFT ANNUITY QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
Q: Are gift annuity payments affected by interest 

rates or other economic fluctuations? 

A: No.No. Payments for annuities stay the same, regardless 
of changes in the economy or in interest rates. Rates 
are based on age, so a 75-year-old will receive 6.2% 
for life while an 85-year-old will receive 8.3%. A 
couple, both age 82, will each receive 6.6% for life. 
(See Page 2 for sample rates).

Q: Are there tax benefits from a gift annuity? 

A: Yes.Yes. You will receive an immediate income tax 
deduction in the year the annuity is funded, and part 
of each payment is free of federal income tax for a 
period of time. You may also enjoy potential capital 
gains tax savings (if you fund your gift annuity with 
appreciated assets).

Q: Can I use my gift annuity to benefit another person? 

A: Yes.Yes. You can name others to receive payments with 
you, instead of you or only following your lifetime. 
This can result in a double gift—one for Population 
Connection and another to benefit a loved one. 

Q: What if I don’t need the income right now? 

A: You may want to consider a deferred gift annuity. 
You will receive payments at a future date you 
choose when you would like a source of additional 
income. You won’t postpone your tax benefits, 
however. Like a regular payment gift annuity, a 
deferred gift annuity allows you to enjoy an income 
tax deduction today. In most cases the tax benefits 
of a deferred gift annuity will exceed those where 
payments begin immediately. Payment rates also 
tend to be higher. Contact us for information.
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A blossoming cherry tree in Washington, D.C., United States of America. 

© 2015 Sarah S. Kelley, Courtesy of Photoshare

Abigail Lunetta
Planned Giving Manager
(202) 974-7757
abigail@popconnect.org
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West Coast Office:

5005 Texas Street
Suite 205
San Diego, CA 92108

SAMPLE BEQUEST LANGUAGE
“After fulfilling all other provisions, I give, 

devise, and bequeath              % of the remainder 
of my estate [or $             if a specific amount] to 
Population Connection [Tax ID # 94-1703155], a 
charitable corporation currently located at 2120 
L Street NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20037.”

If you do remember Population Connection 
in your estate plan, please let us know! We’ll be 
happy to invite you to join the ranks of other 
forward-looking members in our ZPG Society.

Your legacy will support Population Connection’s programs, 
including our annual Capitol Hill Days! Hundreds of college 
students from around the country lobby Congress to fund 
international family planning.

Shauna Scherer, MPA, CFRE
Vice President for Marketing & Development

(202) 974-7730
shauna@popconnect.org


