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USING A GIFT ANNUITY TO BENEFIT ANOTHER
You can arrange a Population Connection gift
annuity so that lifetime payments will be made to
one or two people other than yourself. Some people
have used gift annuities to provide income to a parent
or sibling, for example. Your designated recipient
would receive payments directly from Population
Connection, and the income is taxed to them;
however, as the person funding the gift annuity, you
could claim an income tax deduction for the gift.  

Gift Annuity
Payment Rates
Selected Rates
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4.7

For illustrative purposes
only. Please ask for
current benefits and
rates for other ages.

For some people, this
is an ideal way to ensure
that a loved one receives
an income for life, without
giving them assets they
will have to manage or
include in their estate—
all while making
a charitable gift to
Population Connection.
For instance, with
a $100,000 charitable
gift annuity, Ron could
arrange for his father,
age 92, to receive annual
payments of up to $8,600
for life. The gift annuity
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payments would be taxed in his father's lower tax
bracket and would not be included in Ron’s own
taxable income. Ron would also be entitled to
claim an income tax charitable deduction of more
than $67,000.
We can set up an immediate gift annuity for amounts
starting at $10,000 or more, and for people age 70 or
older. This is just one way a Population Connection gift
annuity can be used in your planning. Contact us to
create an illustration for you today.

IF YOU DON’T NEED INCOME NOW
There is an alternative known as a “deferred
gift annuity.” Under this plan, you can fund
a gift annuity today and receive payments
starting at a future date of your choosing. This
can be especially attractive because rates are
typically higher when payments are delayed.
Like a regular payment gift annuity, a deferred
gift annuity allows you to enjoy an income tax
deduction today. In most cases, the deduction
for a deferred gift annuity will exceed those
where payments begin immediately.

gift annuity with us? Thank you!
to include you in our ZPG Society.

ESTATE PLANNING IN TIMES OF QUARANTINE
COVID-19 has served as a reminder for many people
who recognize the importance of having well thoughtout estate plans in place during this time of pandemic
and social distancing. Here are a few ways that you
can prepare for any special steps you might need to
consider as you navigate estate planning right now:

1. Consider storing copies of existing estate
planning documents. These include such items as

your will, living trust, health care directives, or health
care power of attorney—in electronic form, whether
on your computer or “in the cloud.” There are some
documents (e.g. health care directives) which may be
accepted in electronic form by a hospital. This can be
especially important in the event of an emergency.

2. Ensure your designee can communicate with
health care providers if necessary. A health care
power of attorney allows someone you trust to make
medical decisions on your behalf if an emergency
arises and you cannot participate in your own care.
This applies to friends or live-in partners who would
otherwise be unable to obtain information from your
health care providers.

3. Some estate documents may have to be
notarized, requiring special steps. Many

states have passed laws permitting remote online
notarization during the term of the pandemic. Ask
your attorney whether that’s permitted in your state.
It may be possible to arrange a conference call with

This slide from our climate change
project spotlights one of the most
effective ways to address the
climate crisis: The full empowerment
of women and girls through
education and access to family
planning services. Find out more
online at www.popconnect.org.
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the notary, attorney, and witnesses while you execute
the document.

4. Powers similar to those given in a health
care proxy should also be considered for
financial matters. A durable financial power

of attorney authorizes someone to buy or sell
investments, make withdrawals from retirement
accounts, make gifts to loved ones or charity, and
create new accounts in the event the person is unable
to act.

5. HIPAA rules prevent doctors and hospitals
from releasing most medical information.

Consider executing a HIPAA release form that can be
used in the future, if needed, by those you trust.

6. After taking care of loved ones, consider
including the charities that are important to
you, such as Population Connection. You can

make a gift in a new will, living trust or beneficiary
designation, or you can add Population Connection
to your estate plans when you make updates to your
existing will.
Please contact us if you would like us to provide
more information about the charitable aspects of
your plans. And if you do include Population
Connection in your will or trust, please let us know!
We will be proud to recognize you as a member of
our ZPG Society.

A LIFETIME AND LEGACY OF LEARNING
Denis Rydjeski and Betsy Eldredge have been
Population Connection members and volunteers
since 2006.
After graduating from Purdue University
and Wellesley College, respectively, Denis and
Betsy lived in Pasadena, California, during the
height of the Vietnam War. Betsy was working
as a research assistant in an astronomy lab,
while Denis was completing a National Science
Foundation fellowship at California Institute
of Technology. On weekends, they would hike
and camp, join Vietnam War protests, and even
worked as migrant farm laborers in support of
Cesar Chavez’s labor movement.
This early activism showed the couple they
were, according to Denis, “ignorant regarding
the rest of the world.” Leaving the comforts of
academia to hitchhike through Latin America, their
sabbatical turned into five years. “We got a feel for
the cultures of the countries we stayed in—reading
their literature, experiencing their music and theater,
discovering their art histories, and learning about
their politics,” recalls Betsy.
In Guatemala, Denis and Betsy helped build
an analytical model of the electoral system for the
national university’s political science department. In
Costa Rica, they interviewed political exiles from
other Latin American countries. In Colombia, they
studied the important role of the Catholic Church in
that country’s social and political systems. In Peru,
the couple immersed themselves in the history and
culture of indigenous populations.
Denis and Betsy arrived in Argentina the
day Juan Peron died, so the focus there was on
“Peronismo,” and in Brazil, they studied the
environmental impacts of a development project in
the Amazon basin. “We spent five years in Latin
America un-learning acquired prejudices and doing
some consulting work,” says Denis.
Later the couple held leading positions at several
IT firms in California, before retiring to a farm in
Vermont. They spend their “retirement” teaching
part time at Dartmouth College, auditing courses,
helping to organize and promote public events, and
engaging in activism campaigns.
“Our eyes were opened to population issues
first in Latin America and then widened in Africa,”

Denis Rydjeski and Betsy Eldredge

says Denis, referring to the five years he and Betsy
traveled through Africa, including a few years
working with the UN to relieve famine in Sudan.
During their time in the Ogaden region of Ethiopia,
they realized that medical services, especially
women’s health care, were sorely lacking.
Many of the Somali refugees living there were
nomadic and Muslim; thus, the women refugees
were not comfortable going to male Christian
doctors. “One of the women we traveled with
was half Ethiopian and half Somali,” Betsy notes.
“That doctor could talk to women and train locals.”
This further cemented their belief that culturally
sensitive, accessible care is pivotal to human rightsbased health care programs.
Drawn to Population Connection for our focus
on women’s rights and health issues, Betsy and
Denis also appreciate Population Connection’s
commitment to working with young people.
Regular attendees at our joint Capitol Hill Days
with Population Connection Action Fund, they
love talking to other participants and learning what
inspires them to action.
Betsy and Denis ultimately decided to leave a
legacy to Population Connection by including us
in their will. By doing so, they are making a real
mark on the future for their students and the next
generation of activists.

We are humbled by the commitment of Betsy
and Denis to improving lives and protecting our
environment through stabilizing global population.
Through their estate plans, they will continue our
fight to empower women all over the world.
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GIFT ANNUITY Q & A
Do you want to learn more about charitable gift
annuities? The following questions and answers
can help.

Q: How are charitable gift annuities funded?
A: Many different assets can be used to fund a

gift annuity through Population Connection. For
instance, you may want to consider using:

1. Cash or the proceeds from the maturity
of bonds, certificates of deposit, and other
investments.

2. A direct transfer of stocks or mutual funds

that are worth more than you paid for them but
yield little or no dividends. These assets can
provide additional tax benefits and, because
capital gains tax is not due at the time you fund
a gift annuity for yourself and/or a spouse, this
can be an effective way to make a gift while
increasing your spendable income. Once we
receive your stock or mutual funds, we will sell
the asset to fund your gift annuity.

Q: What if I outlive my life expectancy?
A: The gift annuity agreement requires that

Population Connection honors all payments for as
long as you or your designated recipient lives.

Thirteen of the world’s 20 largest cities are coastal. By 2050,
climate change induced sea-level rise will encroach on land now
home to 300 million people. (Photo credit: Lucian Petronel Potlog
from Pexels)

Q: Can I establish multiple gift annuities?
A: Yes. Some of our friends have been so pleased

with their annuities that they have chosen to create
additional annuities over time. This can be an
attractive option as rates generally increase with age.

Q: Will a gift annuity be part of my estate?
A: Not generally. If payments are made to you only,

none of the assets used to fund your gift annuity are
included in your probate or taxable estate. If you set
up a joint gift annuity with your spouse, then your
spouse will continue receiving payments for the rest
of their life.

The purpose of this publication is solely educational, namely to provide general gift, estate, financial planning and related information. It is not intended as legal, accounting or other professional advice, and you should
not rely on it as such. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax and other implications, the services of appropriate and qualified advisors should be obtained. Consult an attorney for advice if your plans require
revision of a will or other legal document. Consult a tax and/or accounting specialist for advice regarding tax and accounting related matters. © Copyright 2020 by Sharpe Group. All Rights Reserved.
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